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Pictured (left to nght) is the 2015 IDW Senior Champion, Elmar Ice Jessica EX90-1E; Reserve Champion Elmar Goldwyn Jessica 11 VG88; and Honourable
Mention Elmar Goldwyn Jessica 4-ET EX92-3E. Photo: The Bullvine.

It has been 12 years since
Steve and Deanne Hore

have been courted by North
Americans who are interested
in buying a cow named
Jessica.

Imar Leader Jessica EX-3E was the
2003 Grand Champion Holstein
at International Dairy Week (IDW).
She took Australia to the global
stage when she won Reserve World
Champion Holstein the same year. She also
won the mature class in the South Eastern
Semex-Holstein Australia On-Farm in 2002
and 2004, and was All-Australian for her age
from 2001 to 2003. Bred and owned by the
Hore family, at Leitchville in Victoria, Jessica
was not sold that year, and sadly died 12
months later, aged seven, after a short iliness.
This year, the Hore family is again facing
serious North American buying inquiry in the
wake of IDW — after three cows named Jessica
won Grand, Reserve and Honourable Mention
Senior Champion Holstein. It was a family
trifecta that not only created history, but also a
fairy-tale finish to the southern hemisphere’s
biggest dairy show.
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Elmar Ice Jessica, the six-year-old class
winner was named Grand; Elmar Goldwyn
Jessica 11-ET, the four-year-old winner was
Reserve; and her full ET sister, Elmar Goldwyn
Jessica 4-ET, slid into Honourable Mention
after winning the aged cow class.

Everyone involved in high-end cattle knows
that kind of finish by a single exhibitor is rare,
and to do it with three form cows from the
same family — including two full sisters —
demands so many planets to align as to be
almost impossible.

Steve and Deanne Hore know exactly how
hard it is because they have now done it —
and most acknowledge the feat is unlikely to
be repeated. The icing on the cake was the
widespread appreciation for the family and, in
particular, the focus on the Supreme Udder
and Reserve Champion (Jessica 11) as a cow
that could compete at the World Dairy Expo
in the USA.

Luck - and good management

“It was huge,” Steve Hore says. “I still think
we’re a little bit lucky that the cows got in-calf,
were all in form, and that we could show them
together. Form is everything, and that doesn’t
happen overnight. It does take a lot of work
and good management, and | guess we keep
chipping away at that.

“It was a nice reward for the work that
everyone puts in. The week after the show,

to hear the compliments and to read the
emails and the messages on social media was
incredible. You could sit there all day and read
them. And the party, afterwards with everyone
there, was fairly big. | guess it felt like there
was no real loser on the day.”

Steve says the polarising moment for the
Australian industry came with the international
appreciation and genuine North American
interest in buying Jessica 11.

“I's probably the realisation and
recognition that Australia’s cattle are pretty
much comparable, to be able to possibly
compete in America. Australia has bought so
much from North America — bringing them,
bringing them, bringing them all the time
— spending big money importing embryos.
Maybe it'd be nice to perhaps flick one back
the other way and have something that is
competitive over there. That’s all we're excited
about, | guess.

“It just really rates Australian cattle on the
world stage. | don’t really care whether it's
our cow, and I'd be just as happy if it was
someone else’s cow, to be honest.”

Borba interest

High-profile US dairyfarmer Diane Borba
was impressed watching Jessica 11 on the
livestream coverage. So impressed that she
got proactive about exploring their options to
buy and import Jessica to the USA.



Diane and Frank, who milk 850 cows in
California, own many high-profile cows —
operating at the high-end of the show and
genomic market. They co-own the Honourable
Mention Red & White Holstein at the 2013
World Dairy Expo (WDE), Ms Candy Apple-Red-
ET (who was part of the Apple domination)
and genomic giant Chassity (and therefore
Goldchip). And they are all just the tip of the
iceberg for this power couple.

The Borbas are unafraid of a challenge or
a financial hurdle when it comes to securing
animals they like. They are equally intelligent
buyers, who make sure all the boxes are ticked.
They have spoken to trusted colleagues and
industry friends regarding Jessica 11 since the
show, and are one of the international names
interested in exploring the option of importing
Jessica 11 to the USA.

“She’s pretty special — or that whole family
is,” Diane says. “They [Elmar] are breeding
them right, | think. I'd love to be able to bring
Jessica 11 home and show her here.”

However, so far that interest has not been
translated into a sale.

“There was interest earlier on, and probably
from two different camps,” Steve confirms.
“The excitement generated by social media is
wonderful, but it's also pretty easy. You can
get a little bit carried away with all the hype.
But the bottom line is that nobody has rang
me on my cell phone and said, ‘Right, we’ll
buy this cow for X amount.’

“So as of right now, it's all a bit of
speculation. There is interest, but whether it
leads to anything...I don’t know. We're not
silly and we’re not getting ahead of ourselves
that there is big money for a cow to be sold
here. Because lots of things would have to
happen first.

“We're working through it slowly — and not
pushing it too hard — because we need to
know if she’s in-calf and allowed to go.”

US border control a factor

Steve has not ruled out staying in on
Jessica if her export was possible, and the
conversation remains open ended.

“There are guys that have made really good
suggestions and they said if we’d like to do it,
they'd like to help. | guess to make it happen
we would need some money to fund it from
here.

“At the end of the day, if we could get
her there and still owned either all or some
of her — we’d be still happy with the result.
We're realistic. We not saying that she’d go
over there and win, but it'd be nice to see her
have the chance to compete. | guess we're
now just trying to give her that opportunity.
Whether she can step foot in the country is
the biggest question.”

Steve said Jessica 11 was short bred and
that would also play a role in the decision. She
would need to be pregnant and dry to handle
the length of quarantine stay in both Australia
before she left, and the USA after she arrived.
It makes the window of opportunity more
fragile.

“The bottom line is that America may be
too hard, although Canada might be a slight
possibility,” Steve says.

The two Elmar cows international buyers have wanted to buy and export to North America are

Elmar Leader Jessica in 2004 (left) and ElImar Goldwyn Jessica 11 in 2015.

Elmar Leader Jessica EX-3E (Comestar Leader)

Elmar Boss Jessica 3rd-ET VG89 (Bosside Ruben)

Elmar Goldwyn Jessica 11-ET VG88
(Braedale Goldwyn)

Elmar Shottle Jessica 2-ET VG85  Elmar Goldwyn Jessica 4-ET EX92-3E
(Picston Shottle)

(Braedale Goldwyn)

Elmar Ice Jessica EX90-1E
(Braedale Icefyre)

He says it's potentially a case of déja vu,
because it was the US border-control barriers
that blocked Jessica 11's granddam’s sale.

“The combined quarantine, expense and
sheer logistics remain as the challenges
no one has been able to conquer. It seems
slightly strange because Australia has such a
great health status and its isolation helps with
that,” Steve said.

Greater exposure helped

Steve says when he compares the interest
in both Leader Jessica in 2003 and Jessica
11 in 2015, they are both as genuine and
intense — with one exception.

“With Leader Jessica, the interest came
directly from the judges that were out here,
because they were the only ones that saw her.
Now, you have the interest from those people
that are at the show, but also the people that
see the pictures and the created hype of the
social media. It's definitely more widespread
this year,” he says.

“And for that, we can’t thank everyone
enough — especially IDW, CrazyCow, The
Bullvine and the photographers, because they
have contributed to giving all the exhibitors at
IDW huge publicity.”

Back at home, the Hore family has settled
back into the day-to-day routine of milking
their 400-cow herd on 607.5 hectares (1500
acres), and they have had time absorb the
overall achievement.

Steve admits to a soft spot for the
Honourable Mention  Senior Champion,
Goldwyn Jessica 4-ET, who was Reserve
Senior Champion (and Supreme Udder) last
year.

“I thought it was her [Jessica 4] year last
year, and | thought she looked better this year,
but | don’'t think we need to keep pushing
the boundaries too much,” Steve says as he
looks to her future. “She’s always had good

opposition, and it's time to get some progeny
from her.”

Crystal clear

The Grand Champion, Ice Jessica, is a
strong-willed herd cow that surpassed her
owners’ expectations in all the right ways.

Family friend Roger Turner (of Canada) led
her to first in six-year-old class and when she
was slapped for Senior Champion, Roger gave
the lead to Steve.

“She’s a big strong cow and she did look
good. | don’t know if she could ever look that
good again. It was her day. Roger has been a
family friend for 25 years and it was great that
he led her [Ice Jessica] in the championship
line-up and then he just handed her over to
me. It was nice he was involved and that our
boys [Marty, 19, and Brady, 16] were out
there in that moment too.”

Of the three cows, Steve said Jessica 11
loved to show the most — thriving under their
24/7 care and room service at the show.

And, as he reflected on the way they
handled their 2003 show string compared
with 2015, he gives significant credit to the
cow that started it all, Leader Jessica.

“I guess the old Jessica was a bit ahead
of her time. If we knew then what we know
now when it came to preparing cows in terms
of their diet and management, | can’t help
wondering how good she could have been?”
Steve muses.

While that question will forever hang
unanswered in the air, the question regarding
Leader Jessica’'s impact on the breed is more
straight-forward: her personal achievement is
listed in IDW Holstein history, but her legacy to
the breed and her contribution to Australia’s
global profile is where she enters a league of
her own.
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